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What had become of the French mission? 1 Would to God it might fail! That outcome might yet save the Federalist fortunes. "If Mr. Marshall has any [news of the second French mission] beg him to let it out/' implored Chauncey Goodrich.2 But Marshall had none for public inspection. The envoys* dispatches of May 17,3 which had reached him nearly seven weeks afterward, were perplexing. Indeed, Marshall was "much inclined to think that . . . the French government may be inclined to protract it [the negotiation] in the expectation that events in America4 may place them on higher ground than that which they now occupy." 6 To Hamilton, he cautiously wrote that the dispatches contained nothing "on which a positive opinion respecting the result of that negotiation can be formed." 6
But he told the President that he feared "the impression which will probabJy be made by the New York Election,"7 and that European military developments might defeat the mission's purpose. He advised Adams to consider what then should be done. Should "hostilities against France with the exception of their West India privateers ... be continued if on their part a change of conduct shall be
1  The Republicans were making much political capital out of the second mission. They had "saved the country from war," they said, by forcing Adams to send the envoys: "What a roaring and bellowing did this excite among all the hungry gang that panted for blood only to obtain pelf in every part of the country." (Aurora, March 4,1800.)
2  Goodrich to Wolcott, Aug. 26, 1800; Gibbs, ii, 412. 8 Am. St. Prs., For. ReL, ii, 325.
4  Republican success in the approaching election.
5  Marshall to Adams, July 21, 1800; Adams MSS.
6  Marshall to Hamilton, Aug. 23, 1800; Works: Hamilton, vi,
7  A Republican victory.